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CLEARINGHOUSE RULE 96-003

Comments

[NOTE: All citations to “Manual” in the comments below are to the
Administrative Rules Piocedures Manual prepared by the Revisor of
Statutes Bureau and the Legislative Council Staff, dated October
1994.]

2. Form, Style and Placement in Administrative Code

a. Inthe analysis, it appeatisatthe reference to s. 146.50 (5) (d) 2., Stats., as statutory
authority for the rule, should be replaced by a reference to s. 146.50 (5) (d) 3., Stats.

b. Theanalysis to the rule states that a purpose of the rule is to spgezifictions that
emergencymedical technicians-paramedic (EMIparamedic) may carry out, as required by s.
146.50(6n), Stats. At the least, one of the section headings in ch. HSShbuld indicate
wherethe authorized actions of EMSFparamedic are set forth. As drafted, these provisions are
placed in the section dealing with licensure.

c. Ins. HSS 12.03 (4), the second occurrence of the word “provider” should be placed
within quotation marks.

d. It is unclear why definitions are included for both the term “approved plan,” in s.
HSS112.03 (5) and “EMiparamedic operational plan,” in s. HSR2103 (1) when, apparently
theseterms refer to the same thing. Could one term be used consistently throughout the rule?

e. SectionHSS 112.03 (9) refers tdhe Department of Health and Social Services.
Sincethe name of the department will change on July 1, 1996, and sincddtigvefdateof
ClearinghouseRule 96-3 probably will not precede that date, it would be appropriate for the
departmento refer to its new name in this rule provision.

f. It appears thaseveral of the terms defined in s. HSR®.03 need not be defined
becausehey are adequately defined in the context of the rule in which those terms are used.
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This comment applies to the following terms: “biennial licensing,” defined in s. H293
(6); “EMT-paramedic refresher training,” defined in s. H33.@3 (12); “EMTparamedic train
ing course,” defined in s. HSSL2.03 (13); “medical directgrdefined in s. HSS 112.03 (17);
“training director” defined in s. HSS 112.03 (25); and “trainingprogram coordinatgr defined
in s. HSS 12.03 (26).

g. Thereappears to be some inconsistency in the use of the term “medical director
which is defined in s. HSS1P.03 (17). Specificallythe term “program medical director” is
usedthroughout s. HSS1P.07. See, also, for example, s. H33.a5 (1) (e).

h. Ins. HSS 112.03 (22), the word “patient$s should be replacel by the word
“patient’s.”

i. Ins. HSS 12.04 (1) (e), should “training” be replaced with “certification”?

J. SectionHSS 112.04 (1) (g) provides thadiCPR certification shall be maintained
throughoutthe license period for the EMT license to\adid.” This substantive requirement
should be placed elsewhere in the rule and not in a provision describing the contents of an
applicationfor an EMTFparamedic license.

k. SectionHSS 1.2.04 (1) (h) should set forth standards for the departsndatermina
tion for acceptability of the documentation required under that paragraph.

[. Ins.HSS 12.04 (3), it is unclear why a complete application need not document that
the requirements of sub. (1) (g), (h) and (i) are met.

m. In s. HSS 12.04 (4) (intro.), it appears that the notation “(a)’” was inadvertently
insertedimmediately following the title to that subsection.

n. Isthe successful completion of a course for professionals approved by the department
a prerequisite to obtaining certification in cardiopulmonary resuscitation? If so, that information
neednot be included in s. HS32.04 (5) (b) 2.

0. Ins. HSS 12.04 (5) (b) 5., the additional eligibility requirementhich must be
documentedin the application for renewal should be set forth, or cross-referenct®de
requirementshould be included.

p. Ins. HSS 12.04 (5) (c), the phrase “expiration date” should be used in the text of the
rule rather than the phrase “renewal date.”

g. It appears that several of the requiremédatslate renewal and reinstatement of an
expired EMTparamedic license are identical to the requirements for renewal BMarpara-
mediclicense set forth in s. HS32.04 (5) (b). Rather than repeating these requirements in the
paragraphs relating to late renewal and reinstatemenbsa-reference to the basic requirements
for renewal could be provided.

r. Section HSS 12.06 (1) (c) is confusing because it sets forth requirements for-opera
tion of EMT-paramedic training as items which must be included in an application for certifica
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tion. The rule would be more understandable if the actual requirements for operation of an
EMT-paramedidraining center were set forth in a separate subsection appropriately titled.

S. SectionHSS 1.2.06 (1) (e) should read as followSNo person may initiate EMT
paramedidraining untilthe department has certified the training center undelg)ar [See s.
1.01 (2), Manual.]

t. Ins. HSS 12.06 (2) (b) 1., it is unclear whether identification of the number of hours
that will be devoted to classroom training, clinical training and supervised field experience must
be submitted if a copy of the course curriculum is submitted or whether that requirement applies
only in the event that a statement that the National Standard Curriculum wililized. In
addition, in that subdivision, why does the reference to s. HES04 (4) (b) not include a
referenceto subd. 8. of that paragraph?

u. It appears that in s. HS3206 (2) (b), which sets forth the items which must be
submittedin an application for initial training course approval, several requirements for- opera
tion of training courses are set forth. The rule would be more understaifddlolse require
ments were, instead, set forth in a separate subsection of the rule with an appropriate title. For
example,s. HSS 12.06 (2) (b) 2. d. sets forth the requirement that all skills specified in the
curriculum must involve hands-on training and appears to set forth the requirement that certain
recordsof student participation must be kept. These items should be set forth in a separate
section.

v. Section HSS 12.06 (3) (d) should specify under what conditions curriculum and
training plans must be revised and resubmitted to the department. itAtgupears that the
requiremento revise and resubmit curriculum and training plans should be moved to sub. (2),
which deals with training course approval. This comment applies tqfpas well.

w. SectionHSS 12.07 (2) (d), (h) and (p) all use f@ifentterms to identify the geo
graphicalservice area of an ambulance service provid@nly one term shoulde used consis
tently throughout the rule.

X. SectionHSS 12.07 (2) (m) refers to “an ambulance run report form approvebdeby
department.” What are the requirements for an ambulance run report? What sedi@nrule
provides for department approval of an ambulance run report? A cross-reference should be pro
vided.

y. The last sentence of s. HS$2107 (2) (o) should be moved to the section of the rule
which sets forth the authorized actions of EBtparamedic.

z. Shoulds. HSS 12.07 (3) (a) provide that the department will provide reasons, in
writing, for disapproval of an EMparamedic operational plan? [See s. H33.06 (2) (c).]

aa. Therule shouldclearly set forth the requirement that an Ep&Famedic program
employor utilize all of the personnel listed in s. HSRD7 (4) (a) 1.

ab. Section HSS 12.07 (6) should set forth the procedure for “continuatibapproval
of an EMTFparamedic operational plan.”
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4. Adequacy of References to Related Statutes, Rules and Forms

a. SectionHSS 1.2.03 (7) shouldnclude a cross-reference to the rule section that pro
vides for certification of training centers.

b. SectionHSS 1.2.03 (18) defines the term “National Standard Curriculum for training
EMT’s paramedic.” The rule in fefct incorporates the standard curriculumrbference. The
departmenshould ensure that the requirements of s. 227.21, Stats., are met.

c. Thecross-references in s. HS$2104 (5) (g) 2. would be more useful if they were
more specific; for example, the cross-reference to “ch. HI®8 dould be changed to cite the
rule section which provides for licensure of EMIbasic.

5. Clarity, Grammar, Punctuation and Use of Plain Language

a. Thestatement ins. HSS 12.02 that ch. HSS12 applies to any person who is
“involved in” the development or operation of an ambulance service using<=péfamedic to
deliver emegency medical care is vague and should be replaced with more specific language.

b. Thedefinition of “advanced life support,” set forth in s. HIR2.D3(1) is confusing.
Could that definition be made more straightforward by referring instead ttskills and medi
cations covered in the natiorgtendard curriculum for training EM3paramedic,” as is done in
S.HSS 12.04 (4) (b) 1.?

c. SectionHSS 12.04 (2), which sets fortthe requirements for an examination of an
EMT-paramedidicense, provides very little direction as to the content of the examination. Is
there another rule section or a source sucth@adNational Standard Curriculum that sets forth
required elements for the examination? If so, that section or other source should be cited.
Further,the rule should more clearly specify what level of performance is necessary to achieve
a passing grade.

d. Ins. HSS 12.04 (5) (b) 4., it appears that “an” should be replaced with “the.” Also,
it appears that the phrase “that is operating” is unnecessary

e. Ins. HSS 12.05 (1) (e), is the signature of the program medical directbcisat
documentatiorof enroliment or is additional documentation requiretf?so, the rule should
specify what additional documentation is required. If not, the rule should sistplg that the
signatureof the program medical director is required. This comment applies.t{f)pas well.

f. It is unclear what level of training is equivalent to having “at least an-garid@medic
license,”as referred to in s. HS324.05 (3) (a). See, also, s. HSRD5 (1) (b).

g. Howlongis certification of an EM-paramedic training centeissued under s. HSS
112.06(1) (d), valid?

h. SectionHSS 1.2.06 (2) (b) refers to application foitial course approval [emphasis
added]. Is there a dierent application process for course approval other than initial course
approval? See s. HSS1P.06 (3) (c).



-5-

i. Ins. HSS 12.06 (2) (b) 2. c., it appeatisat the first semicolon should be replaced
by a comma.

J. Doess. HSS 12.06 (3) (f) require that a person seeking approval of an-gM\a-
medictraining course must submit, in addition to the proposed curriculum, “procedures; admin
istrative details and guidelines necessary to ensure that there is a standardized program”? If so,
this requirement should be set forth more cleantyl standards for the departmsneview of
thoseitems should be included.

k. What are the required elements of an EpHramedic patient transfer operational
planrequired under s. HSS2.07 (1)7?

I.  The first sentence of s. HS32107 (1) requires a “countgity, town, village, hospi
tal or any combination of these” to submit BMT-paramedic operational plan prior to use of
EMT’s-paramedic. The second sentence of that section requires an “ambulance service pro
vider” to submit an operational plan prior to using EStparamedic for transfers an “ambu
lance service provider” dérent from a countycity, town, village, hospital or any combination
of those which seeks to use EMIparamedic? This point should be clarified.

m. Section HSS 12.07 (2) (i) should specify which local and regional medical, gevern
mentaland emegency medical service agencies and authorities must provide “endorsements”
andshould specify what is required in the “endorsement.”

n. Therule should set forth the required elemeatsl the standards for department
review of “written mutual aid and backup agreements” required under s. HE871(2) (p).

0. Howis the department to determiméat number of ambulances is “Bcient” under
s.HSS 12.07 (2) (q)?



